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Art Unit: 3624 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the application, filed 2000-03-10. 

2. The disposition of claims is: claims 14-30 are pending as filed. Claims 14, 23, 
24, 25, 27, 28, 29, and 30 are independent. 

3. The group art unit of the Examiner handling your case has changed. The new 
art unit is 3624. Please use current art unit on all correspondence to help us route your 
case in a timely fashion. 

Title 

4. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Abstract 

5 . This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required by 3 7 
CFR 1.72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than 
one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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7. Claims 14-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Baird 
et al. (U.S. 5,220,500). 
Baird et al. teach: 

(Claim) 14. A computer based method of determining part of the value of an 
asset for investment by an investor (user), comprising: 

receiving data from the investor relating to market value of the asset and to a 
preferred term of the investment (abstract; claim 1); 

receiving data from the investor relating to potential return from the asset over 
the preferred term (abstract; claim 1); 

calculating a discount value for the asset from the potential return (col.2, line 45- 
col.3, line 5); 

calculating market values for a range of potential investments using the discount 
value of the asset and the preferred term of investment (col. 7, lines 30-55); 

presenting the investor with a range of market values for the range of investments 
(col. 7, line 30- col.8, line 30); and 

receiving from the investor (claims 1,11 and 12)) an indication of an investment 
selected from the range . 

15. A method according to claim 14, wherein the market values of the 
investments are calculated to be less than or equal to the future value of the asset (col.7, 
line 57-col.8, line 30). 

16. A method according to claim 14, wherein the terms of the investments are 
calculated to match the preferred term of investment (col.7, line 57-col.8, line 30). 
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17. A method according to claim 14, wherein the investments are calculated to 
match both the future value of the asset and the preferred term of investment (col.7, line 
57-col.8, line 30). 

18. A method according to claim 14, wherein the market values of the 
investments are calculated using investment amounts which are less then or equal to the 
discount value of the asset (col. 7, line 57-col.8, line 30). 

19. A method according to claim 14, wherein a range of market values for a 
range of investments less than or equal to the future value of the potential return from 
the asset are presented (col.4, line 12-col.8, line 30). 

20. A method according to claim 14, wherein the data relating to market value 
of the asset includes current market valuation, life expectancy and method of 
depreciation of the asset (col.4, line 12-col.8, line 30). 

21. A method according to claim 14, wherein the discount value is calculated as 
the present value of returns from the asset using Microsoft Excel formula (it is inherent 
to use a spreadsheet to calculate value returns). 

22. A method according to claim 14, wherein the investments are calculated 
using futures and options market data (576, 577; col. 17, line 51 -col. 19, line 20). 

23. A computer based method of determining part of the value of an asset for 
investment by an investor, comprising: (see abstract, claims 1-16, and col. l, line 23- 
col.8, line 27) 

receiving data from the investor relating to market value of the asset and to a preferred 
term of the investment; 
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receiving data from the investor relating to potential return from the asset over the 
preferred term; 

calculating market values for a range of possible investments according to the potential 
return from the asset; 

presenting the investor with a range of market values for the range of investments, 
including at least some investments in which: the amounts invested are less than or 
equal to the potential return from the asset; the value of the investment is less than or 
equal to the value of the asset; the term of the investment is substantially equal to the 
preferred term; or the value and term of the investment are substantially matched to the 
value of the asset and the preferred term respectively; and 
receiving an indication of a selected investment from the investor. 

24. A computer based method of determining part of the value of an asset for 
investment by an investor, comprising: (see abstract, claims 1-16, and col. l, line 23- 
col.8, line 27) 

receiving from the investor data relating to market value of the asset and to a preferred 
term of the investment; 

determining an amount for potential investment as a portion of the value of the asset; 
calculating market values for a range of possible investments using the portion of the 
value of the asset; 

presenting the investor with a range of market values for the range of possible 
investments, including at least some investments in which: the amounts invested are 
less than or equal to the portion of the value of the asset; the value of the investment 
is less than or equal to the value of the asset; the term of the investment is substantially 
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equal to the preferred term; or the value and term of the investment are substantially 
matched to the value of the asset and the preferred term respectively; and 
receiving from the investor an indication of a selected investment. 

25. A computer method of determining an amount for investment, comprising: 
(see abstract, claims 1-16, and col.l, line 23-col.8, line 27) 

receiving data from a potential investor relating to a preferred amount for investment 
and to a preferred term of the investment; 

calculating the value of an asset which would yield the preferred amount for investment 
as a return; 

calculating market values for a range of possible investments using the preferred 
amount of investment and the preferred term; 

presenting the investor with a range of market values for the range of investments, 
including at least some in which: the invested amounts are less than or equal to the 
preferred amount for investment; the value of the investment is less than or equal to the 
value of the asset; the term of the investment is substantially equal to the preferred 
term; or the value and term of the investment are substantially matched to the value of 
the asset and the preferred term respectively; and 
receiving an indication of a selected investment from the investor. 

26. A computer system which provides a financial service according to a method 
as claimed in claim 14. 

27. A computer system for a financial service which carries out a process for 
determining part of the value of an asset for an investment by a customer, the system 
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including storage media containing computer process instructions for: (see abstract, 
claims 1-16, and col.l, line 23-col.8, line 27) 

receiving data relating to market value of the asset and to a preferred term of the 
investment; 

receiving data relating to potential return from the asset over the preferred term; 

calculating a discount value for the asset from the potential return; 

calculating market values for a range of potential investments using the discount 
value of the asset and the preferred term of investment; 

presenting a range of market values for the range of investments;and 

receiving an indication of a selected investment. 
28. A computer system for a financial service which carries out a process for 
determining part of the value of an asset for an investment by a customer, the system 
including storage media containing computer process instructions for: (see abstract, 
claims 1-16, and col.l, line 23 -col. 8, line 27) 

receiving data relating to market value of the asset and to a preferred term of the 
investment; 

receiving data relating to potential return from the asset over the preferred term; 

calculating market values for a range of possible investments according to the 
potential, return from the asset; 

presenting a range of market values for the range of investments, including at 
least some investments in which: the amounts invested are less than or equal to the 
potential return from the asset; the value of the investment is less than or equal to the 
value of the asset; the term of the investment is substantially equal to the preferred 
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term; or the value and term of the investment are substantially matched to the value of 
the asset, and the preferred term respectively; and 
receiving an indication of a selected investment. 

29. A computer system for a financial service which carries out a process for 
determining part of the value of an asset for an investment by a customer, the system 
including storage media containing computer process instructions for: (see abstract, 
claims 1-16, and col.l, line 23-col.8, line 27) 

receiving data relating to market value of the asset and to a preferred term of the 
investment; 

determining an amount for potential investment as a portion of the value of the 

asset; 

calculating market values for a range of possible investments using the portion 
of the value of the asset; 

presenting a range of market values for the range of possible investments, 
including at least some investments in which: the amounts invested are less than or 
equal to the portion of the value of the asset; the value of the investment is less than or 
equal to the value of the asset; the term of the investment is substantially equal to the 
preferred term; or the value and term of the investment are substantially matched to the 
value of the asset and the preferred term respectively; and 

receiving an indication of a selected investment. 

30. A computer system for a financial service which carries out a process for 
determining part of the value of an asset for an investment by a customer, the system 
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including storage media containing computer process instructions for: (see abstract, 
claims 1-16, and col.l, line 23-col.8, line 27) 

receiving data relating to a preferred amount for investment and to a preferred 
term of the investment; 

calculating the value of an asset which would yield the preferred amount for 
investment as a return; 

calculating market values for a range of possible investments using the preferred 
amount of investment and the preferred term; presenting a range of market values for 
the range of investments, including at least some in which: the invested amounts are 
less than, or equal to the preferred amount for investment; the value of the investment 
is less than or equal to the value of the asset; the term of the investment is substantially 
equal to the preferred term; or the value and term of the investment are substantially 
matched to the value of the asset and the preferred term respectively; and receiving an 
indication of a selected investment. 



°& Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the Examiner should 
be directed to Jeffrey Pwu whose telephone number is (703) 308-7835 



Jeffrey Pwu 




13 June 2002 



